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which he had been guilty during his mission, such as opening
letters sealed with the royal seal and making known their *
contents; wearing mournftig on the occasion of the Queen
of Spain's death; and selling the credentials to the Pope
with which he had been provided to a merchant who should
impersonate him and derive what profit he could from the
transaction. " But," the Shah concluded, " the chief of his
faults and the chief reason for his punishment* was that he
behaved so ill towards the attendants who accompanied him,
and vexed them so much, that several of tliem adopted the
Christian faith and remained in Europe in order to escape
from his tyranny, so that zeal for Isl^jri required his punish-
ment, and thus he received his deserts/'

Turning now to Ridd-qulf Khan's supplement to the
Rawdatits-Sofa, a general history of Persia compiled about
A.D. 1858, we find an account of the same event obviously
copied, with very slight modifications, from the ''Alam-drd-*
yi-'Abbdsi, but with one important and most wanton altera-
tion, for Sh&h 'Abbds is there represented as saying that
the chief of his ambassador's faults was tJiat several persons*
were disposed to embrace Islam and come to Persia, but tJie
Persian envoy treated them so ill that they repented of their
intention, returned to the Christian faith, and remained in
that country. For this deliberate falsification of history I
1 can only account by supposing that RidA-qulf KMn did
not wish to encourage the idea that a Persian Muslim could
possibly become a Christian ; but the moral I wish to draw
is that the later Persian historians must be used with great
caution, and that every statement should, where possible, be
traced to contemporary records.

Before leaving this subject, I must refer to an erroneous
conjecture of Sir John Malcolm's arising from an inadequate
use of the Persian sources.  In the year ioo2y\
J 593-4, being the seventh year of Shdh' AbWs's
reign, Jalil, the Chief Astrologer, foretold dis-